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CHEROKEECOUNTY FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENT ASSOCIATION

From The President Cherokee County Foster

Last month we showed our appreciation to DFCS and all the things
they were able to accomplish during such a difficult year, we were also | January 2010

able to recognize Julie Evans as the RD worker of the year and : — :
Kathleen Gulnick as the Case Worker of the year. Inside this issue:

Our Mommies day out event went well. Those who were able to

. i L from Presi 1
participate had a great time and the parents got a much needed break etter from President

to go Christmas shopping or just sit back and relax for a few hours. I't | ceatured Event for Jan |1
seemed like time just flew by. We had arts and crafts for the kids,

basket ball, movies, board games and just some good old running Event Photos
around. All the children were given a gift bag to take home. Our goal is Monthly Feature
to offer this break once a quarter. The Project is called “Give Me A y
Break”. We will open it up to Foster & Adoptive children ages 1 to Julie’s Corner
teen. Announcements

Since we are no longer at the First Baptist Church we had to come up )
with a way to still offer training opportunities to everyone. What we | Message from D'Anna

came up with is a quarterly full day of training where is you attend all |Eevents & News

N |||~ |w]lw N

the classes you could get 6 training hours in one day. Since most of us — :
work during the week taking time off from work is not always an Association Information

option especially with people still being laid off. We will be offering
this training on Saturdays and best of all you don’t have to leave Cherokee County. The
other good thing about it is we are working on letting you bring the kids. We are also working
on doing something for our teens who usually get left out. As things get finalized I will forward
more definite information to you.

The format will be two classes in the morning one open forum style for everyone to attend
and one two hour class. Then after lunch another one open forum style for everyone and one
two hour class. We will also be offering a CPR & First Aid class for those who need to get
there certifications. This class will be 3 hours and we will offer a morning and afternoon
session.

We have put a lot of time and effort into this and would like to see everyone take advantage
of this opportunity. Once we get final approval from our facility we will let you know where the
one day training will be located.

Member dues are $10 per person this year and can be paid at on our training day or at our events.

Featured Event for January 29th at 7pm

REMEMBER there is no meeting this month. We will be doing a group

outing on the months that we do not have training scheduled. We have

reserved one of the back rooms at Ryan's Steakhouse in Canton, GA for

Friday night on January 29th at 7pm. 1 have tickets for children ages 4 -
12 to eat free. Two tickets can be used per paying adult. Children 0—3 eat free every day.
Please RSVP by the 28th so that 1 know how many will be coming and how many children need
FREE MEAL tickets.
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January Is National Mentoring Month

National Mentoring Month (NMM) highlights mentoring and the positive impact it can have on
young lives. Spearheaded by the Harvard Mentoring Project, MENTOR and the Corporation
ME, M TO R‘ for National and Community Service, the first-ever NMM was held in January 2002. This
ABNACS ATTHE FIEART OF MENTERING - month-long outreach campaign focuses national attention on the need for mentors, as well as
how each of us- individuals, businesses, government agencies, schools, faith communities and nonprofits can work to-
gether to increase the number of mentors and assure brighter futures for our young people.

"Thank Your Mentor Day™" - January 22, 2009 marked the fifth annual "Thank Your Mentor Day™," which many
mentoring programs selected as a day of volunteer recognition. An outreach of the Harvard Mentoring Project,
the messages of this special day were:

e Too many young people do not have a caring adult mentor to provide encouragement and support;
e Mentoring programs can provide the link to this support; but Programs need volunteers to close the gap.

Foster parents are a finite resource. They are part of the team that helps make a real and lasting difference in
the lives of Georgia's families and children. As a Mentor to a foster child, you become teacher and caregiver to a
vulnerable person - one who needs you, your home and your heart. Thank you for offering your time to mentor
the children of Cherokee County.

On January, 18, 2010, people of all ages and backgrounds will come together to improve lives, bridge social barri-
ers, and to move our nation closer to the “Beloved Community” that Dr. King envisioned. Dr.
Martin Luther King devoted his life’'s work to causes of equality and social justice. He ""-."|. ~ LT.:"J.-'ILI ‘SI
taught that through nonviolence and service to one another, problems such as hunger and { T
homelessness, prejudice and discrimination can be overcome. Dr. King's teachings can con- SERVICFEETL
tinue to guide us in addressing our nation's most pressing needs---poverty, economic insecu-

rity, job loss and education.

Volunteer with Americans across the nation on the 2010 King Day of Service and make a real in difference in your
community.

Julie’'s Corner

—

= A G —. Hopefully, your 2010 has started off welll We are starting this year by beginning a new
[ | | ’ HO‘PPY IMPACT class! We were supposed to begin last week, but the weather made us push it back
Vew )@w and will begin on 1/14/10.

010 We would like to welcome Lou Shewmake back from medical leave! Today is her first day
T, back, and we are glad she's here!

If any of you made a resolution to complete your foster parent training hours before December this year, then 1'm so
happy for you! If this wasn't one of your resolutions, then | want to add it to your list! The foster parent conference
in Jekyll is coming up February 19th and 20th. Every year, families that go tell me they had a great time, learned a lot,
and enjoyed getting to know other families! Registration is free this year and the brochure indicates that the travel
expenses and the motel will NOT be reimbursed by the agency, so this year it appears that there will be no scholarships
for attendance at the conference.

Remember you can do 8 hours online and you MUST remain current on CPR and First Aid!

Congratulations to the Neal family, Sims family, Goodwin family, and Carter family for finalizing adoptions in  Decem-
ber and January! Thank you for making our children a forever part of your family and giving these children a happy,
stable life!

Julie M. Evans, SSCM
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Special Thought
Heaven's Very Special Child

A meeting was held, quite far from earth
"It's time again for another birth"
Said the Angels to the Lord above,

"This special child will need much love"

Her progress may seem very slow,
Accomplishments she may not show
And she’ll require extra care
From all the folks she meets down there.

She may not run or laugh or play
Her thoughts may seem quite far away
In many ways she won"t adapt,
And she’ll be known as handicapped.

So let's be careful where she's sent
We want her life to be content
Please, Lord, find the right parents who
Will do this special job for You.

They will not realize right away
The leading role they're asked to play
But with this child sent from above
Comes stronger faith and richer love.

And soon they'll know the privilege given
In caring for this gift from Heaven.
Their precious charge, so meek and mild
Is heaven's very special child.

Announcements & Congratulations!
——
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We had several families finalize their adoption this month. Please join us in congratulating them.

Congratulations to all and your commitment in being a
forever family to the children in your home!
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Message from D’Anna

The man without a mission is like a ship without a rudder - a waif, a
nothing, a no man. ~Thomas Carlyle.

As we begin a new year and a new decade, I hope you have set some per-
sonal goals and a personal mission for your family this year. Mission statements help us focus our life, allocate our time
and help us to avoid pressure-made choices. A new year offers a blank slate and a fresh start. In this fast paced 21
century, we must not abandon the family principals and structure to prepare our children for their future.

This year we will see initiatives materialize such as Partnership Parenting and a campaign on foster parent re-
cruitment, titled Each One Recruit One, Each One Retain One. Partnership Parenting will encompass a stronger
relationship between foster families and birth families as we work in partnership to reunify children to their
birth families. The campaign on recruitment and retention will focus our efforts on deliberate recruitment of
new homes and existing homes to work in partnership with the agency. As these initiatives materialize, we will
keep you updated and share information as it becomes available to us.

In December, we took custody of 16 children; 9 boys and 7 girls. 12 of these children were white and 4 were His-
panic. 4 of these children were ages 0-5; 4 were ages 6-12; and 8 were 13 and over. 9 of these children were placed in
a Cherokee DFCS foster home; 4 were placed with relatives; 2 were placed in group homes; and 1 was in RYDC. There
were 2 sibling groups of 2 children and 1 sibling group of 4 children. There was 1 re-entry, which involved a youth previ-
ously on runaway who re-entered care. 1 child was returned at the 72-hour hearing and none were returned at the 10-
day hearing. We had a total of 12 children exit foster care in December for reasons of family reunification, emancipa-
tion, guardianship to foster parent, and adoption. As December came to a close, we had 165 children in foster care in
Cherokee County.

We had 2 finalized adoptions in December to Cherokee foster parents. Congratulations to Bob and Julie Carter and
Bart and Faith Sims for becoming forever families to 2 of our children!

We have a new Impact class beginning this month that will have 13 families led by our team of Resource Development
(RD) staff and foster parent, Trish Vines.

The Annual Statewide Foster Parent Conference is planned for February 19 and 20" in Jekyll Island. As we gain in-
formation on slots and costs associated with this conference, we will update you. This is traditionally a very good oppor-
tunity for learning and networking with other foster parents across the state. Attending this conference provides you
with training hours that so your annual requirements will be met. Please remember the importance of keeping your
training hours current so your home can be compliant with policy guidelines. Contact your RD worker, Foster Parent As-
sociation President, Marie Blackwell or Foster Parent Liaison, Amy Blanton for more information on how to gain training
hours.

I would like to thank Ann Feczko, mother of Permanency Supervisor, Rebecca Stephens, and her team of Secret
Santa Volunteers who put in countless hours in making contacts for community donations and in matching donations to
the Wish Lists that children submitted for Christmas. Each child’s list was fulfilled through the effort of her and her
team of volunteers! What a TEAM!

We have a new Board Member for our Cherokee DFCS Board, which is a 7-member Board. School Counselor, Donna
Ratliff, was appointed to our Board in October by the County Commission. We welcome her valuable input and knowledge
to our Board. Donna has already begun to take an active role in supporting our agency in getting various donations
through the Christmas season for children and families. She wanted me to share with you, as foster parents, that as
you may have needs in your home regarding clothing, or other furniture items, she will make these needs known to school
personnel. Currently, she has several “gently used TVs” that are able to be donated, so if you are in need of something
of this nature to further support a child in your home, please let me know, so I can share it at our monthly Board meet-
ings. She and the other Board members truly appreciate your service and commitment to our children. Thanks again for
your valuable service to the children and families of Cherokee County.

D’'Anna Liber (Director), 770-720-3629, dkliber@dhr.state.ga.us
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The Me & Mommy ticket is back!

For only $25, the Me & Mommy ticket includes Aquarium ad
mission for one adult, free admission for children age 5 and
under (maximum four children per paid adult) and free parking
($10 value). This offer is valid Monday-Friday and can only be
purchased online. This offer is only available until February 28,
2010, so get your tickets today. You also have to bring the
little ones along to take advantage of this great offer. So take

a day and come see everything at the world"s largest aquarium, big (beluga whales, whale sharks!) and small
(clownfish!).

Tickets purchased online (before the offer expires February 28, 2010) can be used through Dec. 31, 2010.

AFPAG

Adoptive & Foster Parent
Association of Georgia

AFPAG has announced its 2010 annual conference on Jekyll Island, Feb. 19 & 20 up can register
online at www.afpag.org. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Vala Peyton, AFPAG Sec
retary at vala@bellsouth.net or 404-428-2104. Travel expenses and overnight accommodations
are on your own and will not be reimbursed by DFCS or AFPAG.

CJ

A p The 7th Annual Prom'A'Paloozais set for March 14th. If you have a

\(—‘r’ foster child that is in High School and would like to participate in this event contact Rachel Ewald
.,t for reservations. Call Rachel for registration at 770-641-9591 www.fostercares.org or email:
(

rachel@fostercares.org.

Last February nearly 200 girls transformed into radiant princesses as they tried on dresses
and accessories. As they pranced in front of the mirrors they felt affirmed and confidant
knowing they would fit in with their friends at their high school proms.
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# FERNBANK MUSEUM Free admission to IMAX movie at Fernbank

of NATURAL HISTORY

FREE TICKET OFFER: Fernbank and Nokia have teamed up for a recycling event in support of Wild
Ocean’s message of environmental stewardship. From January 15-24, 2010, visitors will receive one free
Wild Ocean IMAX® ticket when they recycle a cell phone at the Museum.

For tickets and more information, call 404.929.6400 or visit www.fernbankmuseum.org

AN
CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES AVAILABLE 4
U A\
Please contact Jeff Blackwell at jblackwell@firstactioncpr.com or 770-652-9051 to A:M:
register for an individual class. Foster parents should look for the Heart Saver CPR Course, ‘ ”] \;?:L’S?'
using AHA curriculum. For those who need specialized training there are a wide variety of > ‘(‘(_—_
classes, check out the web site at www.firstactioncpr.com. T

Page 6 CHEROKEECOUNTY FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENT ASSOCIATION



Cherokee County Foster Adoptive & Parent Association

Check website calendar for upcoming
events & training.

www.Fosteroradopt.org

2010 Board Members

PRESIDENT

Marie Blackwell

770-378-0759
mblackwell@fosteroraadopt.org

SECRETARY
Shannon Griffis

TREASURER
Becky Borgia

Building The Future with our Foster and Adoptive Parents as they
open their hearts & their homes to children.

Cherokes Countyy Foster § Adoptive Pareat Asspeiation

IT you would like to receive the newsletter via email go to
our web site and signup.

If your email changes let us know so that we can
update our records.

Check us out on Facebook, many of our foster parents
are connecting via the net. Click link below or put “Cherokee
County Foster” to find us.

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?sid=9337e82e1d11a302
dc6636ebf8cd44e48&eid=75644102307&ref=search

Other Associations or Support Foundations
Foster Care Support Foundation

located at 115 Mansell Place, Roswell, Ga. 30076, 770-641-9591,
http://www.fostercares.org

Email: Rachel Ewald rachel@fostercares.org

Embrace Cherokee
Foster Parent Liaison Amy Blanton, amy.blanton@embracega.org
or visit them on the web http://www.embracega.org

AFPAG (State Foster Parent Association)
Feel free to contact them at: contactafpag@bellsouth.net

Executive Director President
Sharon Carlson Tony G. Blash
404-918-1956 478-335-9454

sharonlc@juno.com

Executive Vice President |Secretary
Michelle Mason Vala Peyton
770-361-7776 404-428-2104
sponsorachild@yahoo.com |vala@bellsouth.net




